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PROGRESS REPORT ON STALINGRAD HYDROELECTRIC CENTER

(Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources, ]

Of 120 million cubic meters of earthwork to be completed in the construction
of the Stalingrad Hydroelectric Center, over 35 million had been completed by
September 1953, 23 million cubic meters of which were accomplished by hydraulic
methods.(1) By mid-December, 18 million cubic meters of earthwork had been
completed in 1953.(2)

The Stalingradskaya GES building is under construction on Peschanyy
Island.(3) By September 1953, more than 6 million cubic meters of earth had
been removed by suction dredges from the site of the GES building and spillway
dam; about 12,000 tons of metal sheet priling had been driven into the cofferdams
surrounding the construction site. According to 5. Medvedev, chief engineer of
"Stalingradgidrostroy,” the site was divided into two sectors (&), covering an
area of 75 hectares (5), at the beginning ot 1953, one sectar for the GES
building and the other for the spillway dam. In the first sector by September
1953, suction dredges had completed their work, the bottowm of the excavation
had been drained, and water secpage stopped (4); in November 1953, 11 excavators
vere at work (5) removing dry earth to o rlanned depth of 26 meters below the
level of the Volga. (k)

:; The first concrete was placed in the excavation for the GES building on
17 December 1953.(6) In all, 6 million cubic meters of concrete are to be
placed in the hydroelectric center.(1)

In mid-December 1953, Zelenyy [(or Lesnoy] Island and Peschanyy Is? nd were
the centers of construction activity.(7) Zelenyy Island is connected with the
construction site of the GES building, the spillvay dam, the navigable lock (3),
and the left bank of the Volga by & number c® wide dams.(8) The entrance into
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the ikhtuba River his been damred, and a canal over © kilometers leng hes been
dug comnecting the Volga und Axhtuba rivers south ol telenyy Islund (3) to 1in-
sure normal water flow in the sikhtuba.(7) By mid-December 1953, 1 1/2 kilemeters
of a navigable canal from the Volga to the lover lock had been dug on Zelenyy
Island.(7) Highways and railroads have been built *long the cofferdams
connecting Zelenyy Island and the left ban: of the Volza. The Poynennaya
Railroad Station wus opened on the 1sland apni the rilroad was beinz further
extended to a large conerete-nizing rlant., ()

By Dzcenber 1953, the first two sezticns of the concrete-uixing plant haq
been completed ang ¢onstruction of the other <wo cections wus in rrocress.(10)
When completed, the plant ig ¢ produce 16,CCu ouble meters of comercte every
2k hours.(11) Railroad cars are to CLITY conerete from the conerete-mixing
rlant tc the construction site. oOn the isiand, Shere 4Te 2150 a number of
auxiliary enterorises. (12)

In Juiy 1953, », Lozinov, chief of "Stalingradgidrostroy," stated that
90,000 square meters of living space hag been provided Tor the vorkers ang
that another 60,060 meters were under zonstruction.(9)

In loverver 1253, o cubleway across the Volsu was under construction, (5)
The cableway was to be 4.5 kilometerg lonz and wac expected to transport
nearly 15 miliion tong of various lo~ds Irom the right bunk of the Volga
L0 the concrete-nixing plant on Zelenyy Island.(12) On the right bank of
the Volga udjacent to the cablewvay, inrge warehouses for stcne, crushed stone,
cement, ctc., were ulio under construction in Nevember . (5)

There 1s jreat waste in expenditures for transporting construction materialg
from the right-banx supply area to the left-bank construction area. The Min-
istry of Radlways USSR was to have increased the capacity of the railroad
ferry across the Volga to the Left-bunx station of Parornaya, located gear the
construction areca. Through failure to do this, over 20 nillion bricks and tens
of thousands of cubic meters of stone ang erushed stone had to be delivered
in 1952 via Saratov, a distance of 1,019.1,3¢2 kilometers, rather than directly
by river ferry, at o distance of 3€-hok riloveters. In the riest half of 1653,
10 million bricrs, 181,000 cubia meters of stone, and 21,000 cubie neters of
lumber from Jtulingrad:idrostroy's O¥n lumber nlents hed to be delivered via
Saratov at a transportetion cost of about 25 million Tubles. -~ M. Pertsove
skly, sentor engincer of the Sdministration Yor Constructicn of Volpe Hydro-
electric Power Stetions, and v. Mzlyakovseiy, chief of the Control and Esti-
mites Divigion o~ "Stalingrudgidrostroy" [in = i=tter to Iavestiya] (1)

To insure continuity of work, searchlights were being lagtulled around
the construction site in October 1653, 31x metal towers, S0 nceters high, were
being erected apg 8o searchlishts with 1,G00- and 3,0C0-watt bulbs were to be
Installed. (15) .

”Stulingradgidrostroy“ rledged to comgplete tne annual plan by 5 December
1953.(9)
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